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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the front of the publication. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled The Big Book of Urban Legends is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

The Big Book of Urban Legends is a book in comic format that contains brief, one- 
page stories based on urban folklore. The stories cover many aspects of human 
behaviour, beliefs, and social blunders, often with an unusual twist, and they frequently 
carry a cautionary message. A slightly crude adult tone is evident, and many of the 
stories contain sexual innuendo and violence. Naked bodies are occasionally depicted 
although there is no attention paid to the detail of genitals and no coarse language is 
used. 

A strong example of the violence presented in the book is a story of a young boy 
whose penis is cut off by his sister, who has taken their mother’s threats to do so 
literally. Another story of concern involves sexual coercion and has a father/daughter 
element. The impact of the story is strong but it ends with a shock/horror denouement 
of a kind that caps many of the stories throughout the book. The publication does not 
encourage the violence enacted in these and other such scenarios as the stories are 
often exaggerated and unbelievable, and clearly presented as a form of crude adult 
humour. This adult humour is also recognisable in the sexual innuendo that appears in 
many of the stories. The way the book deals with sexual matters is often crass and 
offensive but has an obvious sensationalist tone. The impact of sexual and violent 
material is also tempered by the comic style of the drawings and descriptions. This 
style has the effect of distancing the reader from the activities involved. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been considered in relation 
to the book, especially the rights and freedoms outlined in si4 of the NZBR Act. The 
book contains some stories containing sexual innuendo and violence (including one 
about coercive sex with a father/daughter element), in the context of artwork with merit 
and stories with variety and often with a moral message. Having regard to 
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contemporary community standards, the Classification Office considers that a 
restriction on the availability of the book is a reasonable limit on the freedom of 
expression as set out in si4 of the NZBR Act. 
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